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Collecting US Coin Types by Mint Engravers, Part 2 
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An 1880 Liberty Seated dime business strike graded 63 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 

As a result of the Bland Allison Act of 1878--which 
was intended to please the silver mining industry in the western 
US territories to strike millions of silver dollars each year, the 
coinage of the half-dollars and quarters intended for circulation 
were struck in very small numbers at only the Philadelphia Mint 
from 1879 thru 1890 as a “bone” to collectors. 


Originally, the dime was also included in the same law 
but due to its need in commerce, the low mintage was lifted 
after only three years in 1882 instead of 1891. As a result, the 
1879 thru 1881 trio is around three times more expensive than 
the 1878-P with a mintage of 1,677,200 and the 1882-P, with a 
larger mintage of 3,910,000, compared with just 14,000 for the 
1879, only 36,000 for the 1880, the coin shown above, and a 
meager 24,000 in 1881. 


On the other hand, the 1879 thru 1881 dimes are 
nowhere near as rare or as costly as the low mintage 1884-S 
Liberty Seated dime with a mintage of just 564,946, because 
the 1884 San Francisco Mint specimen circulated far more 
heavily on the west coast than the Philadelphia Mint business 
strikes of the 1879 thru 1881 did, since, as with the proofs 
issued each year by the Philadelphia Mint for collectors, enough 
high-end examples were saved grading from AU-58 through 
MS-64 compared to the 1884-S that were used over and over 

In 1880, a dime had the purchasing power of $2.36, 
which cold acquire a lot of necessities during that timeframe. 








Collecting US Coin Types by our Mint Engravers 
Chronologically by Arno Safran Part Two 





James Barton Longacre 
served as Chief Engraver of the 
US Mint from July, 1844 until his 
death on Jan. 1, 1869, just about 
2472 years. He is credited with 
designing more US coins than 
any other Chief Engraver yet 
remains a _ controversial figure 
even today among numismatic 
scholars. His detractors thought 
his designs were mediocre at 
best while his supporters 
admired his _ fortitude and 
productivity. Over time, one could 
assemble a short set of coins 
that would include his 9 major 


obverse and 10 reverse designs 
along with the numerous varieties. 











John Barton Longacre, our 4th Chief engraver 


In the first installment of 
coins by our Chief 
Engravers of the United 
State Mint, we left off 
with the man you see 
pictured directly above. 


An 1866 2c piece graded MS-64 by PCGS 


Aside from his magnificent Coronet Liberty double eagle 
first released in 1850, shown in the pevons issue, most of Longacre’s 
other coins tended to serve the = = = 
practical needs of the nation at a 
time when the country was 
experiencing a serious silver coin 
shortage which led to the creation 
of the 2c copper piece (1864-73), 
shown above and the 3c nickel 
piece, (1865-1889). 





An 1866 3c nickel graded MS-64. 
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Collecting US Coin Types by our Mint Engravers, 
Chronologically Part Two 


(Continued from page 1, column 2) 





An 1866 Shield nickel with rays graded MS-64 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 

Due to the hoarding of silver coinage during and after 
the Civil War, the Bronze one-cent and two-cent pieces, first 
introduced in 1864, were followed in consecutive years by the 
three cent and five-cent nickel pieces in 1865 and 1866 
respectively. These were all designed by James Barton 
Longacre. All three coins shown were certified MS-64 


The three-cent copper-nickel piece of 1865 displayed a 
Coronet Bust of Liberty with a Roman numeral III on the 
reverse. This was followed in 1866 by the Shield nickel, which 
was similar to the two-cent copper piece. The 1866 two cent 
piece shown on page 1, the first US coin to display the motto, IN 
GOD WE TRUST and had a mintage of 3,177,00. The 1866 3c 
copper nickel, now in its second year, had a mintage of 
4,801,000 and the brand new 1866 Shield 5c nickel showing the 
new motto above the shield featured rays on the reverse with a 
whopping mintage of 14,742,500. Although none of the minor 
coinage denominations are considered beautiful designs, they 
were needed during the early years of their tenure in order to get 
our economy moving again. For moderate income collectors, the 
2 cent, 3 cent and Sc pieces are affordable in the grades shown. 
Longacre also created a small gold Liberty Head Coronet 
stylized dollar back in 1849 followed by a $3.00 gold piece with 
a Bust of Liberty portraying an “Indian Princess” in 1854. With 
the exception of the 
1854, 1874 and 1878, 
all the rest have low 
mintages and are costly. 
These along with the 
copper nickel 3c piece 
would be struck in 


every year thru 1889. 
graded AU-58 





The common 1878 $3.00 gold piece 


The coin was 20.3 mm in diameter. 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 
In 1865, Longacre hired engraver, William 
Barber, formerly from England although 
now living in Massachusetts, to assist him 
and in 1869, upon Longacre’s death, 
Barber was asked to serve as our 5"" Chief 
Engraver by then President Andrew 
Johnson. He is best known for two 
interesting coin designs; the magnificent 
Trade dollar, first struck in 1873 and the 
20c piece that turned out to be a disaster 
although not, Barber’s fault. 





William Barber 
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An 1875-S silver Trade $1.00 graded MS-61 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 

The Trade dollar was originally conceived as a coin to 
be extensively used in trade with the orient. It was adopted as 
part of the provisions of the Coinage Act of 1873, sometimes 
referred to s “The Crime of ‘73” by those who deplored its 
provisions, which terminated a number of our popular coin 
denominations; among them, the bronze 2c and 3c silver pieces, 
the Liberty Seated half-dime and silver dollar while replacing 
the dollar with newly designed Trade dollar by William Barber, 
the coin shown above. The rationale for the cancelling of the 
previous silver dollar was due to the fact that it didn’t circulate 
that much, perhaps due to its size and was mostly used for trade 
with China, so another provision of the 1873 coinage act was to 
allow the new dollar coin to serve as legal tender in the U.S. but 
only up to five-dollars. Despite that provision, the coin did 
circulate in the United States thru 1878, being struck at the 
Philadelphia, San Francisco and Carson City Mints, the last 
named with usually very low mintages and are extremely scarce 
to rare today. On the other hand, the 1875-S had a mintage of 
4,487,000, and while not the largest, is considered the most 
available of the short set because from 1879 on the coin was 
struck in proof only for collectors. The author acquired this 
lovely example of the 1875-S Trade dollar at the South Carolina 
Numismatic Association Convention in October of 2009. 


The 20 cent piece or Double Dime 





——— 
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An 1875 pattern 20c silver piece designed by William Barber 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 


i oe 


An 1875-S 20c piece graded MS-62 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 


By now, most serious collectors of US coins know about 
the fiasco that resulted over the confusion the public had during 
the two years the twenty-cent piece was put into circulation. 





(Continued on page 3, column 1) 
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Collecting US Coin Types by our Mint Engravers 
Part Two 


(Continued from page 2, column 2) 
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The Liberty Seated 1875 20c & 25c merged 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 

The 20c silver piece--or double-dime as it was 
affectionately called--was primarily created for American 
businesses located in the burgeoning western part of the United 
States because of the need for smaller change in silver as 
opposed to nickel or copper. Proposed by John P. Jones, a first 
term senator from Nevada and passed into law by Congress, the 
coin was first released in 1875. Prior to its release, Chief 
Engraver William Barber created patterns featuring, one with a 
crowned Liberty holding a staff facing left with a reverse similar 
to the one seen on the Trade dollar which the previous Mint 
Director, James Pollock liked but the current Mint Director, 
Henry Linderman apparently did not and instead, preferred to 
retain the same Liberty Seated obverse on the 20c piece, which 
soon caused confusion among the public became of the 
closeness in size between the 20c piece and the quarter. As a 
result, after 1876, the coin was retired from circulation with 
proof only coins struck for collectors in 1877 and 1878 and the 
20c piece was retired. Had Director Linderman accepted 
Barber’s pattern obverse that was similar to the Trade dollar, 
first struck in 1873, the coin might have enjoyed a longer 
tenure; something alas, we will never know. 





An 1879 $4.00 Flowing Hair Stella Pattern 22 mm gold Coin. 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 


After the passing of William Barber in 1869, 
his son Charles was elevated to Chief Mint 
Engraver and would serve from 1880 thru 
1917, a total of 37 years, an all time record. His 
first efforts occurred in 1879 when he designed 
the Flowing Hair $4.00 gold Stella while his 
colleague George Morgan who would produce 
the Morgan dollar in 1878 created the Coiled 
Hair version. The Stella was never placed into 
circulation and today is an extremely expensive 
rarity bringing up to six figures at auction. 





Charles E. Barber 





An 1883 no ¢ “V” nickel and a 1900 Liberty Head $5.00 *2 half-eagle 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 

In 1883, Longacre’s Shield nickel was replaced by 
Charles Barber’s Liberty “V” nickel, shown at the upper left. 
Since the new Liberty nickel only displayed a Roman numerical 
“V’? on the reverse, it could suggest its value as either five cents 
or five dollars, especially since the coin somewhat resembled 
Gobrecht’s Liberty Head type $5.00 half eagle which circulated 
from 1839 thru 1908. As a result, scam-artists of the period 
taking advantage of the lack of knowledge of store clerks upon 
coming across the new coin, would gold-plate the piece giving it 
the appearance of a $5.00 half-eagle, buy a five-cent cigar, 
handing the clerk the doctored “V” nickel hoping to receive 
$4.95 in change while not opening their mouths. This happened 
frequently enough for the Mint to restrike the coin placing the 
word CENTS under the wreath on the reverse. As a result, a 
collector interested 1n assembling a tri-set of transitional dates, 
can acquire the 1883 Shield and the two 1883 Liberty nickel 
sub-types, each grading as high as MS-63 at affordable prices. 


A Coin Collector’s Dream 





An 1885 Liberty “V” nickel graded MS-62 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 


Rather than merely display an 1883 with cents “V” nickel 
which is fairly common, the author came across this 1885 “V” nickel 
while surfacing the internet one evening and since he wasn’t attending 
that many shows during that period, having done business with the 
dealer numerous times, he asked to see the coin “on approval’. The 
1885 is a true “Key date” with a mintage of only 1,472,700. I say 
“only” because back in 1885, the nickel was the powerhouse of the 
economy and had the purchasing power of $1.25 to $2.50 today. While 
Barber is best known for his dimes, quarters and halves, obtaining a 
decently struck 1885 Liberty “V” nickel in this high a grade is special. 


Charles Barber’s Silver Coinage 





An 1897 Barber Liberty Head dime graded MS-64 by PCGS 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 


In 1892, Barber replaced the Liberty Seated dime obverse 
with his renowned classic Liberty Head design which also featured the 
legend, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA instead of the 13 stars on 
the obverse. The 1897 certified MS-64 specimen shown was 
acquired from the same dealer who sold him the 1885 nickel. The 
same high quality of surface details and strike are consistent! 





(Continued on page 4, column 1) 
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Collecting US Coin Types by our Mint Engravers 
Part Two 


(Continued from page 3, column 2) 
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An uncirculated set of the 1914-P Barber Liberty Head silver coins 
Showing the dime, quarter and half-dollar 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for clearer images.] 


If one intends to acquire a type set of Barber coinage, among 
the least expensive is the 1892, first year of issue which was heavily 
saved since the Liberty Seated coinage had been around from 1836 thru 
1891 fifty-six years or two generations. The 1914 set shown above is 
another matter since the 1914-P Barber half-dollar with a mintage if 
only 124,230 is one of the key dates of the series. 


Two of Barber’s attractive Commemoratives 
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1892 Colombian half-dollar over 1893 Isabella quarter 


With the opening of the Quadricentennial Colombian 
Exposition at the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893, Barber engraved our 
first two commemorative coins, a half dollar featuring the Bust of 
Christopher Columbus on the obverse in 1892 and with a far larger 
mintage in 1893 along with the commemorative quarter-dollar 
featuring the Spanish Queen Isabella struck only in 1893; the first 
actual woman to appear on a US coin. The Isabella quarter initially 
came about at the suggestion of Bertha Potter Palmer, the wife of a 
wealthy Chicago Real Estate mogul--who headed the women’s section 
of the fair. She requested that a famous female appear on 
commemorative issue. Struck only in 1893, the coin is more costly than 
the Columbian half due to its far lower mintage of 24,214. 





George Morgan became our seventh Chief 
engraver of the United States Mint upon the 
death of Charles Barber in February of 1917 
and served in that capacity until his death at 
age 79 in 1925. Both Charles Barber and 
George Morgan were born in England, with 
Morgan being five years younger. The two 
men worked as engravers under Barber’s 
father, William Barber and in 1879 and ’80, 
Morgan created the magnificent Coiled hair 
version of the $4.00 pattern shown below. 





An 1879 $4.00 Coiled Hair Stella Pattern 
22 mm gold Coin 
[Enlarge page to 150% or monitor screen for 
clearer images.] 





From a more accurate historical perspective, Morgan actually 
created the Silver dollar design that bares his name as early as 1877, 
one year before the silver dollar was struck for circulation and two 
years before the Coiled Hair $4.00 pattern coin became known. Both 
coins portrayed the lovely Anna Williams (shown above) who at the 
time was a school teacher of primary age children in Philadelphia. In 
those days, posing for a painting or for a coin was considered indecent, 
especially for a teacher even if fully clothed, so when a newspaper 
reporter made it public, Miss Williams lost her job. 





A 1900-O Morgan dollar graded MS-64 
[Enlarge page to fill the monitor screen or 150% for a clearer images.] 


As a result of the discovery of large deposits of silver known 
as the Comstock Lode back in Virginia City, Nevada in 1859, the 
Carson City Mint was established in 1870 striking silver coinage 
remaining open until 1893 usually striking the least number of coins 
annually compared to the three other active mints but its existence 
encouraged the singing into law of the Bland Allison Act of 1878. As a 
major provision of the Act, the Morgan dollar was struck the multi 
millions from 1878 thru 1904 at the Philadelphia, New Orleans, San 
Francisco and the Carson City Mints. It was struck again in 1921 asa 
provision of the Pittman Act of 1918 at the Philadelphia, San Francisco 
and Denver Mint which had opened in 1906. 

In 1900, over 12 million were struck at the New Orleans Mint 
compared with 8 million for the Philadelphia Mint and 3.5 million 
struck at the San Francisco facility. Most citizens except those living in 
the western states probably never saw a Morgan dollar in their lifetime. 

In 1892, Morgan also designed the reverse of the Colombian 
half. He also created the popular 1915 Panama Pacific Expo $2.50 gold 
quarter-eagle, the 1918 Lincoln and 1924 Huguenot silver half-dollars. 
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AUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
July 15, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. 
We had 44 members and 2 guests present. Shelby 
added the meeting on to “Zoom” for those who 
couldn't be present. 


Secretary's Report: 
The June 17, 2021 minutes were not read, a 
copy kept on file. 


Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer's Report was sent by email by 
Stacey Plooster. We currently have $17,252.97 
deposited in the checking account. 


Prize Winners: 

Caroline Smith and Glenn Sanders both won 
a 2021 Silver Eagle. (Type1) 

The winner of the 50/50 raffle was Kathy 
Leaphart ($70.00). 


Our Fall Coin Show is scheduled for Fri., Nov. 19th 
and Sat., Nov. 20: 2021; Steven Nix, our new Bourse 
Chairmen. The show will be held at the Columbia 
County Exhibition Center located at the Grovetown 
Wal-Mart at Exit 190. Dealers will be able to set up 
on Thursday night from 4 to 8 pm. Sammy Luckey is 
providing our post cards for mailing out to all past 
attendees. Thanks, Mr. Luckey 


Show & Tells 

Arno Safran displayed three Gem BU coin sets 
from 1971 which turned 50 years old in 2021. The 
sets included the Clad Eisenhower dollar for the first 
time. It was also the first year that the Kennedy half- 
dollar was fully clad with no silver content. Included 
in the group were the 1971-P & D business strikes 
and the 1971-S proof issues 

Steve Nix passed around the new 2021 Type 2 
Silver Eagles. The reverse of the coin was changed. 


The Program: 

Steve Kuhl gave a PowerPoint program on 
the Dahlonega Mint and the Gold Museum located in 
Dahlonega, Ga. being the county seat of Lumpkin 
County, population 6884. Dahlonega is located at the 
north end of Georgia 400, a freeway which connects 
Dahlonega to Atlanta. The Branch Mint was opened 
in 1838 and closed in 1861, minting more than six- 
million gold coins. Gold was discovered in North 
Georgia in 1829 but was located inside of the 
Cherokee Nation. This lead to moving the Cherokee 
Indians from North Georgia to Oklahoma, some 1200 
miles away and is known as “The Trail of Tears.” 


Steve mentioned that the North Georgia gold 
coins stood out for the sharper color due to purity of 
the gold. Today, the Dahlonega Gold Museum 
commemorates America’s first gold rush and the 
mining history of Lumpkin County. This is located in 
the historic old Lumpkin County Courthouse built in 
1836 and is located in the center of the town square. 

There is a fee to tour the museum but parking 
is free. Gold coins minted in Dahlonega and nuggets 
weighing more than 5 ounces are on display. There 
is also a 23-minute film describing the lifestyle and 
mining techniques of the prospectors. 


President Shelby Plooster presented a 
“Certificate of Appreciation” to Steve Kuhl at the end 
of his program and for the program on “The St. 
Albans Raid in Vermont” given back in June as 
well, while Burles Johnson also received a certificate 
for his program back in May on “The 11* and 12t 
Chief engravers of the U.S. Mint.” 


The 2021 Augusta Coin Club Medallion 

Winner of our 2021 ACC Medallion is the 
Augusta Skyline. Tokens are now available for 
$12.00 each. 


Old Business: 

2021 Club dues $15.00 per year are due. 
Perfect attendance for the 2020 and 2021 have 
been suspended. 


New Business: 

The 2022 Red Books are on sale for $10.00 
for wire bound and $12.00 for hard copies. Anyone 
that gives a program will be eligible for a drawing for 
a one-tenth gold coin. 


Area Shows: 


Toccoa Coin Club Show Toccoa, GA 
October 10, 2021 (Sunday) 
Monthly Atlanta Show Atlanta, GA 


August 8, 2021 

Warner Robins Coin Show 
July 23 -24, 2021 
Charleston, SC Show 

July 30- August 1, 2021 


Our Monthly Coin Auction: 

Burles Johnson ran the auction (14 lots). 
John Mason and others delivered the goods as the 
auction was carried on therefore speeding the 
auction up. Our Bids recorder was Tommy Rhoden. 


Respectively Submitted, 
jofn Shomas Uttaway 


Warner Robins, GA 


Ladson, SC 


_6- 


Vol. 21, No. 8 The Augusta, GA Coin Club Monthly Newsletter August, 2021 





The Series of 1923 $5.00 silver Certificate 
“The Porthole Note” 





A Series of 1923 $5.00 silver certificate 
[Enlarge page to150% or to fit monitor screen.] 


One would think that this large size $5.00 US banknote 
design world be fairly common and affordable in high grades 
since it was released during the early 1920s, but as it tuned out, 
the Series of 1923 large size $5.00 silver certificate featuring a 
traditional portrait of our 16" president, Abraham Lincoln, 1s 
considered fairly scarce to rare today. 

According to Gene Hessler, author of the 
Comprehensive Catalog of U.S. Paper Money, the famed 
daguerreotype type photo of Lincoln was taken by Anthony 
Berger, a partner of Matthew Brady back on February 9, 1864, 
and has appeared on other large size banknotes, but what made 
this particular series popular was due to the oval type circle 
surrounding the legend, UNITED STATE OF AMERICA around 
Lincoln’s portrait giving the impression that our 16™ president 
was aboard an ocean liner as seen through a porthole. The note 
has since been nicknamed, “The Porthole note” ever since and is 
even more popular than the $2,00 Federal Reserve “Battleship 
Note” featuring the portrait of Thomas Jefferson on its face. 


6,316, 000 of these notes were printed with only one 
pair of signatures; that of the then register of the Treasury, 
Harley V. Speelman and Secretary of the Treasury, Frank 
White. 372 star notes were reported and they are extremely rare. 


Charles Burt--a major figure at the Mint during this 
timeframe--engraved the face of the note. The back of the note-- 
which portrays the Great Seal of the United States--was 
engraved by Robert Ponickau. 


Large size US paper money enthusiasts, wishing to 
acquire an example of the Porthole note will probably only be 
able to afford examples from the two lowest collectible grades. 
VG-8 which is around $625 land Fine-12, priced around $850 
since those graded from higher are priced at over a $1,000 
beginning with XF-40‘s rising to over $4750 in MS-63. 
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